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Abstract

The detection of malingering in neuropsychological assessment has become
increasingly important in recent years with the growth of forensic evaluations because
litigants in civil or criminal cases may sometimes be motivated to exaggerate
symptoms of psychopathology. Malingering is the intentional production of negative
physical or psychological symptoms with the presence of external incentives such as
avoidance of work or military duty, evading criminal prosecution, or the attainment of
financial compensation (American Psychiatric Association, 1994). Malingerers rarely
identify themselves and foolproof methods of detecting malingering remain to be
found. Much of the literature in malingering reflected attempts to identify and
improve malingering detection strategies using standard malingering indexes. In this
study item response theory (IRT) person-fit techniques (Levine & Rubin, 1979) will
be used to detect malingerers. Person-fit quantifies the difference between a
respondents observed pattern of item responses to responses expected on the basis of
that person's standing on the latent trait 6 and a set of item response functions (IRFs),
as specified by some IRT model. In this study we will illustrate the usefulness of
person-fit methods that are suited to detect malingering across different subtests.
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